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BEST BEGINNINGS PLUS PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [12.13 pm]: I rise to update the house on 
a significant piece of work the McGowan government is doing to support at-risk families to keep their children 
safely at home. The Department of Communities’ Best Beginnings Plus program is an earlier intervention, intensive 
home visiting program that works alongside families with infants aged less than one year or unborn babies for up 
to 12 months. The service is delivered by specialised workers and is targeted to expectant parents or parents with 
a baby who is at significant risk of child neglect and/or abuse, as well as poor attachment, developmental delay 
and poor life outcomes. The aim is to improve child health and wellbeing, parent and family functioning and social 
support networks. 
BB Plus is based on the Best Beginnings program, which was previously delivered by both the Departments of 
Communities and Health. Following the release of the Department of Communities’ earlier intervention and family 
support strategy, the Best Beginnings model was revised and realigned to work with the most vulnerable children and 
families, particularly Aboriginal families, to build family capacity and prevent the need for children to enter out-of-home 
care. Priority is made for Aboriginal families, and expectant parents or families involved in pre-birth planning. 
In the 2020–21 financial year, 445 BB Plus cases were open, with 43 per cent of people involved in the program 
identifying as Aboriginal. Of the cases that closed in this period where risk factors were present at entry, there was 
a 50 per cent reduction in drug use, a 45 per cent reduction in alcohol use and a 40 per cent reduction in family and 
domestic violence. Since the early intervention strategy commenced, including BB Plus, we have seen the largest 
reduction in the number of children in care over the last two decades. Significantly, the number of Aboriginal children 
in care has reduced by 0.8 per cent, which is the first reduction since 1996. I credit this achievement to the state 
government’s record investment in early intervention and the dedication of our frontline child protection staff. 
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